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1.0 Introduction 
Metrolinx is preparing an addendum to the Lincolnville Layover and GO Station 
Improvements Environmental Project Report (EPR) in accordance with the Transit 
Project Assessment Process (TPAP) set out in Ontario Regulation 231/08: Transit 
Projects and Metrolinx Undertakings. The TPAP has already been completed for the 
Lincolnville layover site and an addendum is required to evaluate the potential 
environmental effects of relocating and expanding the existing station facilities. A Public 
Meeting was held at the Lebovic Centre of the Arts, 19 on the Park, Stouffville, on 
Thursday, September 13, 2018, to introduce the Project, provide an overview of existing 
study area conditions, and review next steps. The public meeting introduced the 
proposed GO Station, explained the site selection, summarized existing environmental 
conditions, predicted effects and proposed mitigation measures. This report provides a 
summary of the public meeting including notifications, attendance and comments 
received. 

2.0 Public Meeting Notification 
A Notice of Public Meeting (Notice) was published to invite residents, agencies, 
Indigenous communities and other interested persons to attend the meeting to learn 
about the Project and provide questions and/or comments to members of the Project 
Team. The Notice was published in the Stouffville Sun Tribune, and Ajax and Pickering 
News Advertiser on August 30, 2018 and September 6, 2018 and mailed via standard 
delivery to residents and property owners located within 200 m of the study area. The 
Notice was also delivered via Canada Post mail drop distribution to approximately 
16,000 residents throughout the Stouffville, Claremont and Uxbridge communities, 
provided to local Councilors for distribution to their constituents, and posted on the 
project website (www.metrolinx.com/lincolnville). Agencies and Indigenous communities 
were also sent copies of the Notice. 

A copy of the Notice and newspaper tear sheets are provided in Appendix A. 

3.0 Description of the Public Meeting 
The Public Meeting was held at the Lebovic Centre of the Arts, 19 on the Park, 
Stouffville, on Thursday, September 13, 2018, between 6:00 pm and 8:00 pm. The 
Public Meeting was held in a drop-in/open house format where information about the 
Project was presented on large display boards. Attendees were invited to review the 
information displayed and discuss any questions, comments or concerns regarding the 
Project with members of the Project Team. Large format preliminary design drawings 

http://www.metrolinx.com/lincolnville
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were available for attendees to view and comment on. Comment forms were also made 
available at the meeting to solicit written feedback from attendees.  

The following Project Team representatives were present at the Public Meeting to 
facilitate one-on-one discussions with attendees and respond to any questions or 
concerns: 

Metrolinx: 

• Natalie Seniuk – Project Manager, Environmental Programs & Assessment 

• Laura Filice – Project Coordinator, Environmental Programs & Assessment 

• Mirjana Osojnicki – Manager, Environmental Programs & Assessment 

• Harrison Rong – Junior Project Coordinator, Environmental Programs & Assessment 

• Prince Hall – Community Relations & Issues Specialist, Communications & Public 
Affairs 

• Kishor Rajbhandari – Project Coordinator, Corridor Infrastructure, RER Non-AFP 
Early Works 

• Carolien Dannrath – Manager, Corridor Infrastructure, RER Non-AFP Early Works 

Stantec: 

• Alex Blasko – Senior Project Manager 

• Jackie Corr – Environmental Consultant 

4.0 Materials Presented 
The display boards presented as part of the Public Meeting included: background 
information related to the Stouffville rail corridor and GO expansion commitments; 
conceptual design for the relocated station facilities; existing environmental conditions 
at the relocated Lincolnville GO Station; the TPAP Addendum Process; potential effects 
of the proposed work; and, next steps in the Project. The display boards were also 
posted on the Project website on September 24, 2018, to allow those unable to attend 
the Public Meeting to review the materials online. 

A copy of the display boards is provided in Appendix B.  
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5.0 Summary of Comments Received 
Attendees were encouraged to complete and submit comment forms at the time of the 
Public Meeting, or to submit the comment form to Metrolinx following the meeting via 
the project email address (lincolnville@metrolinx.com), or via mail, by September 28, 
2018. 

As part of the comment forms, respondents were requested to: document their 
questions, comments, ideas, issues and/or concerns; describe any concerns with 
ongoing rail and bus passenger service; provide their opinion about various aspects of 
the Public Meeting; and, whether they wished to be included on the Project Contact List.  

In total, 48 attendees signed in to the meeting, and eight comment forms were received 
at the Public Meeting. Two comment letters were received through e-mail following the 
public meeting. In general, the comment form and e-mail responses included: concerns 
about noise due to more frequent train operation; interest in increasing train service to 
Lincolnville; more access for pedestrians; interest in the environmental feature on the 
site; and access to transit beyond Lincolnville. Some Public Meeting attendees also 
participated in one-on-one discussions with members of the Project Team. In general, 
attendees expressed an interest in the Project, and no significant concerns with the 
Project were raised as part of these discussions. 

6.0 Next Steps 
Metrolinx will review and take into consideration all comments submitted as part of the 
Public Meeting. The Notice of EPR Addendum is anticipated to be issued in January 
2019 and will include notification that the Environmental Project Report Addendum is 
available for review for a 30-day public comment period. The Minister of Environment, 
Conservation and Parks will then review the Project for up to 35 days, following the 
public comment period, prior to issuing a Notice to Proceed. 

 

mailto:lincolnville@metrolinx.com
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Lincolnville GO Station

Public Meeting
September 13, 2018

6:00 to 8:00 PM
19 on the Park – Lebovic Centre



WELCOME AND THANK YOU FOR ATTENDING
At this meeting, Metrolinx will present draft plans for the relocated Lincolnville GO Station. We will also explain 
the amendment process for the Lincolnville Layover and GO Station Improvements Environmental Project 
Report (EPR) as part of the Transit Project Assessment Process (TPAP).

• Please browse the information panels that provide information on the Project
• Staff are ready to answer any questions and guide you through the Project
• Share your feedback by filling out a comment form
• Please sign-in to receive updates about the Project and future opportunities to participate

LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION IMPROVEMENTS ADDENDUM



WHO IS METROLINX?

LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION IMPROVEMENTS ADDENDUM

Metrolinx was created in 2006 by the Province of Ontario with a mandate to create greater connection 
between the communities of the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area, and now beyond to the Greater 
Golden Horseshoe.

PLAN BUILD OPERATE



GO RAIL EXPANSION

LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION IMPROVEMENTS ADDENDUM

New electrified rail infrastructure will allow Metrolinx to deliver 
faster, more frequent service

New and improved stations will make your journey more 
comfortable, from start to finish

Bridges and tunnels that eliminate intersections with rail and road 
traffic will provide more reliable GO train service

New electric trains will travel faster for longer and reduce travel 
times

150 kilometers of new dedicated GO track will allow for more 
uninterrupted service



STOUFFVILLE CORRIDOR: BUILDING MORE TO GET YOU 
MOVING
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On June 26, 2017, Metrolinx introduced 
additional service between Unionville 
and Union Station, which included 
weekday, midday and evening trains 
running about every hour in both 
directions. 

Currently, there are 18 trains day that 
leave and arrive at Lincolnville during 
rush hours:

• 9 southbound in the morning 

• 9 northbound in the evening

FUTURE SERVICE LEVELS

Weekday rush hour
• 15-minute, two-way service 

between Unionville and Union 
Station

• 20-minute service from 
Lincolnville to Union Station in the 
morning and from Union Station 
to Lincolnville in the 
afternoon/evening

Midday, evening and weekend
• 15-minute, two-way service 

between Unionville and Union 
Station

• 60-minute, two-way service 
between Mount Joy and Union 
Station
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LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION
The existing Lincolnville Layover and GO Station Facility is located at 6840 Bethesda Road in the Town of 
Whitchurch-Stouffville and is the last stop on the Stouffville rail corridor.

The facility is currently used as:

• Terminus station on the Stouffville rail corridor
• Layover yard for trains (currently 6 layover tracks in use)
• Bus maintenance facility
• GO Bus Stop

The Lincolnville site was originally developed exclusively as a train 
layover yard, but the station was added in 2008 to extend the GO 
service. Metrolinx is proposing a new location for the station 
southwest of the existing facility. This improvement will better 
service customers. 
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TPAP ADDENDUM AND NEW GO STATION
The Lincolnville Layover and GO Station Improvements Project was assessed through a Transit Project Assessment Process 
(TPAP). The TPAP was completed in April 2018.

Purpose of the Original TPAP
The TPAP was required for the expansion of the existing 
layover facility to accommodate increased service on the 
Stouffville rail corridor. This work will proceed as 
planned.

Purpose of the TPAP Addendum
Because relocating the GO Station is a change to the 
Project, a TPAP addendum will assess new environmental 
effects associated with the relocation and will identify 
new mitigation/monitoring measures (if any).  

GO Station Study Area
The Study Area for the relocated Lincolnville GO Station 
is southeast of Bethesda Side Road and Tenth Line as 
shown in the figure.

Proposed Location for the 
Relocation of Lincolnville 

GO Station 

Existing Lincolnville 
Layover & GO Station



THE PROJECT: TPAP ADDENDUM PROCESS AND TIMELINES
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STATION DESIGN AND FEATURES
Key features of the relocated station include:

• Car parking, including accessible parking and for 
electric vehicles

• Enhanced pedestrian and cycling access and 
amenities

• Bus service with bus loop
• Separate entrances for parking and buses
• Accessible platform and barrier-free access to parking
• Passenger designated waiting area
• Ancillary building with fare system vending machines
• Passenger Pick-up and Drop-off adjacent to the 

platform

The upgraded facility was designed for passenger flow 
and motion, future expansion and with a landscape 
design respectful of the rural surroundings.

LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION IMPROVEMENTS ADDENDUM



EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS
Environmental studies are being completed within the Study Area to help understand the 
following:

LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION IMPROVEMENTS ADDENDUM

• Terrestrial Environment
• Aquatic Environment
• Archaeology
• Noise & Vibration

• Cultural Heritage
• Socio-Economic
• Air Quality

• Surface water
• Groundwater
• Soils



TERRESTRIAL ENVIRONMENT
What We Found
• The study area contains meadow, wetland, pond, two houses and 

abandoned greenhouses and sheds
• The pond provides overwintering habitat for turtles and habitat for species 

of conservation concern 

• Abandoned buildings provide habitat for avian and bat species at risk
• The property is located in the Oak Ridges Moraine Planning Area and the 

Greenbelt Natural Heritage System

How We Assessed It
• Background data and agency consultation
• Vegetation and wildlife field surveys to document the existing conditions 

and identify significant features that may be affected by the development 

Potential Effects
• Prior to construction activities, appropriate seasonal timing windows to 

mitigate impacts to wildlife will be considered
• Prior to building removal, consultation with the Ministry of Natural 

Resources will occur

LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION IMPROVEMENTS ADDENDUM



AQUATIC ENVIRONMENT

How We Assessed It
• Field investigations to characterize fish habitat, and undertake fish 

habitat assessments and community investigations

• An assessment of headwater drainage to recommend management 
options to maintain tributary function in the watershed

Potential Effects
• The project will be designed to reduce direct impacts to fish and fish 

habitat

• Potential indirect effects, such as sedimentation, can be mitigated with 
standard environmental protection measures

LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION IMPROVEMENTS ADDENDUM

Existing pond in the Study Area

What We Found
• The Study Area contains an intermittent watercourse and pond that are connected to a 

tributary to Stouffville Creek

• The watercourse in the study area does not provide direct fish habitat, only flow to fish 
habitat downstream during heavy storm events

• The pond is not accessible to fish except during very high water events and fish species 
found within the pond are generally tolerant to effects of human activities

• The watercourse and pond are not considered to be sensitive fish habitat

Northern Redbelly Dace 
(minnow - typical fish species)



ARCHAEOLOGY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE
What We Found
• The area around the northern residence was identified as having Euro-Canadian 

archaeological materials and has further cultural heritage value or interest
• The Study Area does not contain built heritage resources or cultural heritage 

landscapes

How We Assessed It
• A Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment using historical data and the Ontario 

Archaeological Sites Database to identify areas of archaeological potential
• A Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment of areas of archaeological potential using test-

pit surveys to confirm previous disturbance and presence of archaeological 
resources

• A Cultural Heritage background review and field investigation to examine properties 
and potential cultural heritage resources at and within 50 metres of the Study Area

Potential Effects
• A Stage 3 Archaeological Assessment is required for the Euro-Canadian 

archaeological site prior to development
• No additional cultural heritage evaluations are required

LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION IMPROVEMENTS ADDENDUM

Conducting archaeological test pit 
surveys at the Study Area

Lithic Artifacts
1: Biface Fragment, 2: Edge Trimming 

Flake



SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND LAND USE
What We Found
• The Study Area is designated as Residential Area and Urban Medium Density 

Residential Area, and was previously used for residential and 
commercial/agricultural uses

• The Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville has identified the need to improve 
access to the existing GO Station, and is undertaking a study to review a land 
use designation for the site and surrounding area of Major Transit Station 
Area

How We Assessed It
• Review of the Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville Official Plan, York Regional 

Official Plan and Zoning By-Law

• Review of potential nuisance effects of operations on surrounding land uses

Potential Effects
• Potential nuisance effects related to air quality, noise and traffic will be 

reduced through proper planning, design and the use of mitigation measures

• The net effects to land use are expected to be negligible because the 
surrounding area has the ability to support future development

LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION IMPROVEMENTS ADDENDUM

View of  proposed Station Site looking North 

View of proposed Station Site looking South-East 
from Bethesda Side Rd



GROUNDWATER AND SOILS
What We Found
• The Study Area is located within the Oak Ridges Moraine, portions of a Significant 

Ground Water Recharge Area and the Wellhead Protection Area for Whitchurch-
Stouffville Water Supply Wells

• Samples from wells were assessed for a variety of factors and compared to 
Provincial Water Quality Objectives

How We Assessed It
The hydrogeological site investigation and onsite wetland assessment included:
• Installation of monitoring wells
• Drive-point piezometer installations
• Monitoring of groundwater levels
• Collecting groundwater samples for quality testing
• Performing hydraulic response testing

Potential Effects
• Mitigation measures will eliminate or minimize effects on groundwater that could 

results from construction, spills or an increase in impervious surfaces

LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION IMPROVEMENTS ADDENDUM

Monitoring well in the Study Area



HYDROLOGY
What We Found
• The Study Area has three hydrological features: a tributary of Stouffville Creek, 

a pond, and a localized wetland around the pond
• The pond was manmade (dug), likely for agricultural purposes
• Drainage across the Study Area is southward towards Stouffville Creek and 

ultimately to Stouffville Marsh, a Provincially Significant Wetland

How We Assessed It
• Field visits to document the Study Area’s hydrological conditions and install 

monitoring equipment
• Results of field monitoring, including groundwater and surface water level 

data will inform final design

Potential Effects
• An increase in the impervious surface could affect water balance and 

stormwater management
• Protection measures may be required in accordance with the Clean Water Act 

(2006) and the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan

LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION IMPROVEMENTS ADDENDUM

Installed Datalogger

Creek channel between railway tracks and pond



AIR QUALITY, NOISE AND VIBRATION

What We Found
• Studies are underway to determine the effects 

of additional vehicle and train traffic on air 
emissions

• Noise and vibration that are associated with the 
new station will be assessed for nearby 
residences

How We Assess It
• Air quality, noise and vibration modelling will be 

completed to measure potential effects from 
emissions and facility noise

LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION IMPROVEMENTS ADDENDUM

Potential Effects
• The studies will determine if noise from the operation of the new station will affect sensitive receptors in the vicinity of 

the site and if mitigation measures such as noise barriers are required to be incorporated into the design



NEXT STEPS
The addendum process is just getting started, and this Public Meeting provides an early opportunity 
for your voice to be heard.

LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION IMPROVEMENTS ADDENDUM

1
•Public Meeting

2
• Notice of Environmental Project Report Addendum
• Availability of Addendum and 30-day public comment period

3
• Minister’s review period
• Minister issues a decision allowing the change to the transit project

4
• Permitting and approvals  
• Project construction and operation



TELL US WHAT’S IMPORTANT TO YOU

Let us know if you have questions or comments regarding:

• The GO Station Study Area 
• Existing conditions or potential environmental effects
• The addendum process
• This meeting or future consultation opportunities

Please fill out and submit a comment form by September 28, 2018 for it to be included 
in the meeting summary report.

Sign-up for e-mail updates (on the Comment Form) to receive new project information 
as it becomes available. 

LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION IMPROVEMENTS ADDENDUM



PROVIDE YOUR FEEDBACK
You can provide written comments tonight, by mail or e-mail any comments or 
concerns to:

Azim Ahmed, Community Relations Specialist, Metrolinx
c/o Lincolnville Layover and GO Station Improvements Project
20 Bay Street, 6th Floor Toronto, ON M5J 2W3 
416-869-3600 
lincolnville@metrolinx.com 

If you want more information about the Project, or would like to review the 
summary of this Meeting, please visit:

www.metrolinx.com/Lincolnville

LINCOLNVILLE LAYOVER AND GO STATION IMPROVEMENTS ADDENDUM
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