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TORONTO TRANSIT COMMISSION
REPORT NO. 7

MEETING DATE: January 21, 1997

SUBJECT: OPPORTUNITIES FOR NEW STREETCAR ROUTES

                                                                                                                                

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the Commission receive the attached report for information, noting
that:

" The conversion of existing bus routes to streetcar routes, the building of new
streetcar lines, and the implementation of a downtown circuit route are not
recommended because they are not warranted by present ridership levels, and would
not likely be cost-effective;

" A connection between Spadina Avenue and Bathurst Street on Queens Quay could be
constructed, on a no-frills basis, for approximately $20 to $22 million, and would
substantially improve transit access to Exhibition Place. Metro Transportation have
previously expressed concerns regarding the potential impact on traffic operations
that could result from introducing through streetcar operations at the
Lake Shore Boulevard/Fleet Street/Bathurst Street intersection.

" There is no provision in the current capital or operating budgets for any expansion of
streetcar service, except for the completion and operation of the 510 SPADINA
streetcar project; and

" The TTC should support efforts by Metro Planning to preserve, for possible future
transit use, those railway corridors within Metro Toronto which are subject to
abandonment.

FUNDING

This report has no effect on the 1997 operating or capital budgets.

BACKGROUND

At its meetings of July 9 and October 1, 1996, the Commission requested that staff report
on a number of issues regarding the potential to expand streetcar service. The attached
report Opportunities for New Streetcar Routes - Discussion Paper responds to those requests,
which are:
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" "The Commission...requested staff to provide the following additional information:
2. Identification of potential options if streetcar network was to be expanded ..."
(Commission meeting, July 9, 1996);

" "The Commission approved a motion by Vice-Chair Moscoe that staff report on the
feasibility of establishing a downtown circuit streetcar route, and if deemed a viable
option, where could service be provided given existing trackage."
(Commission meeting, October 1, 1996);

" "The Commission approved a motion by Commissioner Pantalone that staff report on
the options available in terms of the capital works program of linking the Harbourfront
and Spadina LRT routes with the Bathurst streetcar line to provide service to
Exhibition Place through a connection along Lake Shore Boulevard and Queens Quay."
(Commission meeting, October 1, 1996).

The attached report does not recommend any new streetcar routes for construction or
operation.  However, it does identify possible future candidates for streetcar operation if
ridership levels were to increase or additional funding were to be made available.

- - - - - - - - - - - -
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