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SHEPPARD WEST STATION 
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ACTION ITEM 
  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the Commission approve the final design, finishes, and artwork for 
Sheppard West Station, which will be presented through the public consultation process. 
 
 
FUNDING 
 
Sufficient funds for this expenditure are included in the Toronto-York Spadina Subway 
Extension (TYSSE) project, as set out on pages 1439 to 1442 of the TTC 2010-2014 Capital 
Program (Category - Expansion) which was approved by City Council on December 8, 2009. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The TTC is planning the construction of a subway line from the existing Downsview Station 
on the Spadina Line located in the City of Toronto, to the proposed Vaughan Corporate 
Centre Station located in the City of Vaughan, Region of York as shown in Exhibit 1. The 
new 8.6 km long line will include both tunnelled and cut and cover sections.  
 
The Toronto-York Spadina Subway Extension (TYSSE) project is being funded by the 
Government of Canada, the Province of Ontario, the City of Toronto, and the Regional 
Municipality of York. The TTC is managing the design and construction of the TYSSE project 
and will own and operate the subway extension.  
 
At the Commission meeting of October 23, 2008, Contract A85-75F for the design of 
Sheppard West Station was awarded to the design team lead by Earth Tech Canada Inc. 
(now doing business as AECOM).  The architectural firm for this team is Aedas. 
 
At its meeting of September 24, 2009, the Commission approved the TYSSE Design 
Philosophy with additional emphasis on achieving high quality architecture, urban design, 
streetscape, and landscape architecture as follows: 
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• Integrated design of all elements with strong aesthetics and public artwork; 
• Column-free structures wherever possible with high ceilings and simple flow of space; 
• Bright, open spaces with daylight penetrating deep into stations where possible; 
• Barrier-free with at least one fully accessible entrance; 
• Use of TTC standard elements; and 
• Sustainable design to meet the Toronto Green Standard. 

 
At the Commission meeting of September 24, 2009, the Commission approved the 
conceptual design for this station. 
  
The project has been reviewed by the public and all stakeholders; including Parc Downsview 
Park (PDP), GO Transit, CN Rail, and City of Toronto Planning. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
OVERVIEW:   Exhibit 1 – TYSSE Map 
    Exhibit 2 – Aerial View 
    Exhibit 3 – Site Plan 
    Exhibit 4 – Section 
 
Sheppard West Station is the first station on the Toronto-York Spadina Subway Extension 
northwest of the existing Downsview Station.  It is located on PDP and CN/GO lands on the 
south side of Sheppard Avenue West, centred under the CN/GO Barrie rail line.  The 
Sheppard West Station will provide access for existing and future facilities and developments 
in PDP and the Keele Industrial area located to the north of Sheppard Avenue West.  The 
station is set back to allow transit oriented development (TOD) to occur on the south side of 
Sheppard Avenue West.  Bus facilities, parking, and Passenger Pick-Up and Drop-Off 
(PPUDO) facilities will be available at adjacent stations and are therefore not provided at this 
station in order to maximise TOD.  The extension of Bakersfield Street to the west side of the 
station provides vehicle access. 
 
The final design locates the TTC subway station centred under the CN/GO line to provide 
better integration between transit modes and to improve TOD.  GO Transit has committed to 
cost sharing for a fully-integrated, multi-modal transit facility with design of GO Transit 
facilities integrated into this station.  Locating a significant portion of the station in the 
30 metre strip on either side of the CN/GO right-of-way, which is otherwise not available for 
development, frees more PDP land to maximize development potential.   
 
Entrance pavilions are located on both sides of the CN/GO line with access on opening day 
provided by footpaths and maintenance and emergency response access routes.  A west 
driveway extends from the Bakersfield Street and Sheppard Avenue West intersection.  The 
east pavilion contains both TTC spaces and GO Transit ticketing spaces.  The west pavilion 
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also integrates the new TTC Bakersfield Substation.  The station is designed to allow TOD to 
build up to a more urban nature in the future.  The height of the TTC structure and future 
developments will meet height limitation requirements for the Downsview Airport. 
 
The footprint of the pavilions has been significantly reduced from the 30% design. 
 
PUBLIC REVIEW: 
 
The Sheppard West Station functional design concept has been reviewed as follows: 
 

• Advisory Committee on Accessible Transportation (ACAT) Design Subcommittee on 
September 17, 2007; 

• Public open house on November 17, 2009;  
• Public presentation of TYSSE station designs on April 28, 2010; and 
• ACAT Design Subcommittee on June 9, 2010. 

 
The November 17, 2009 open house was held specifically to exhibit functional design. There 
were 55 attendees with 12 written comment forms submitted. In general, the comments 
received were supportive of the station’s functional design.  Four comments raised the need 
for a PPUDO, two comments raised the need for proper bike storage, and two comments 
suggested the promotion of local employment during construction.   General positive 
comments for the station design were heard in discussions while four written comments 
complimented the station design.  
 
The concept design was reviewed with the ACAT’s Design Subcommittee on September 17, 
2009.  Staff subsequently reviewed the completed design, finishes, and artwork with 
ACAT's Design Subcommittee on June 9, 2010.  Comments included: 
 

• Consider benches and/or shelters with benches on the Bakersfield Street extension; 
• Consider extending the west elevator shaft to the platform for use only when the 

primary elevator is not functioning; and 
• ACAT would have preferred the platform edge door (PEDs) assessments to have been 

completed and a decision had been made to proceed with PEDs. 
 
The first two items are currently being reviewed by staff.  Feasibility and timing of PEDs is 
currently being addressed on a system wide basis.  
 
The station design, finishes, and artwork will be reviewed at a second public open house at 
Downsview Station on July 8, 2010.  The results will be included in the presentation to the 
Commission. 
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STATION DESIGN AND FINISHES: 
 
Exterior:   Exhibit 5 – Exterior View – West Pavilion 
 
The substation and GO/TTC service elements are clad in grey limestone panels with painted 
metal doors to match, and prefinished grey aluminum cornices.  Glazing to the pavilions is 
bird-friendly fritted glass in clear anodized aluminum curtain wall framing.  Cornice and roof 
overhang soffits are clad in prefinished silver grey aluminum panels.  The station has an 
extensive green roof system covering both the east and west pavilions. 
 
Hard landscaping will be coloured and textured concrete in a pattern similar to that used in 
the interior floors.  Planters are cast-in-place concrete with integral benches.  Soft 
landscaping will be generally hardy and low maintenance for durability in the local 
environment. 
 
Street furniture will be integrated along with the provision of bicycle parking at the main 
entrance and newspaper units will be replaced by a single coordinated unit and waste 
disposal units to the new City of Toronto standard.  Short-term bicycle parking will be in the 
form of post and rings located under roof overhangs.  Consideration was given to long term 
bicycle storage facilities, but due to funding limitations the City of Toronto reconsidered this 
initiative.  The City is currently developing a standard for long term secure storage and may 
proceed with this at selected stations depending on funding availability.  In the mean time, 
the standard TTC bicycle facilities will be provided, subject to possible enhancements 
currently under consideration. 
 
Street Level:    Exhibit 6 – Grade Level 
    Exhibit 7 – Interior View – West Pavilion 
 
Passengers enter into either entrance pavilion through sliding doors into unpaid public areas. 
From here GO Transit facilities can be accessed by walking directly onto the GO platforms, 
with GO Transit fare facilities located in the east pavilion directly adjacent to their platform.  
TTC passengers, and those wishing to cross under the CN/GO lines, access the concourse 
level via stairs, escalators, and elevators in both pavilions.  Emergency egress stairs from 
both ends of the platform come to street level and exit to the north side of the pavilions. 
 
TTC service rooms and back-of-house spaces occupy the north side of both buildings 
allowing for fully glazed walls to the south permitting daylight harvesting and the potential 
for natural light to penetrate to concourse level and platform. 
 
The north walls are clad with large ceramic wall panels in a warm beige colour, with doors 
painted to match. Silver grey porcelain enamel panels are used as a skirting and for door 
surrounds. Floors are in terrazzo with a pattern using two pale warm grey coloured field 
tones and one darker grey accent colour.  Stairs are dark granite with nosings in a paler 
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colour to provide contrast required to meet the TTC barrier-free design standards, with a field 
of TTC standard warning tiles at the top landing.  The guardrails around the vertical 
circulation openings are stainless steel frames with tempered-laminated glass panels.  
Ceilings are aluminium perforated panels containing acoustic absorbing material.  Exposed 
structural columns are fireproofed using intumescent paint. 
 
Concourse:   Exhibit 8 – Concourse Level 
   Exhibit 9 – Interior View – Concourse 
 
The concourse level provides a fully accessible unpaid connection linking the two entrance 
pavilions at the surface.  This allows GO Transit passengers to integrate with incoming TTC 
passengers.  Moving through the fareline leads to an elevator and two sets of stair/escalator 
combinations, one at each end of the concourse, down to platform level.  A stair also runs 
down to the platform to provide improved passenger distribution along the platform and 
additional circulation during events. 
 
The concourse level also contains the TTC service spaces including the emergency 
ventilation fans.  Knockout panels are provided to protect for future development 
connections north and south of the station. 
 
Walls are clad with large ceramic wall panels in a warm beige colour with silver grey 
porcelain enamel panels as skirting and door surrounds.  Floors are in terrazzo with a pattern 
using two pale warm grey coloured field tones and one darker grey accent colour.  Stairs are 
dark granite with nosings in a paler colour to provide contrast required to meet TTC barrier-
free design standards with a field of TTC standard warning tiles at the top landing.  
Escalators are TTC standard high deck with stainless steel clad balustrades.  The guardrails 
around the vertical circulation openings are stainless steel frames with tempered-laminated 
glass panels. The walls of the stair opening are clad in porcelain enamel panels in a colour to 
match the ceramic wall panels. Ceilings are silver grey aluminum perforated panels containing 
acoustic absorbing material.  Columns are clad in porcelain enamel panels to match the 
ceramic wall finishes. 
 
Platform:    Exhibit 10 – Platform Level 
    Exhibit 11 – Interior View – Platform 
 
The subway platform level is served by an elevator from the concourse level, and by two 
escalators and three sets of stairs.  Two enclosed emergency exit stairs are provided at each 
platform end. 
 
Floors are in terrazzo with a pattern using two pale warm coloured field tones and one darker 
grey accent colour.  Yellow platform edge tiles are used to distinguish both edges of the 
platform, and a TTC standard wayfinding route is located off centre along the length of the 
platform.  Stairs are dark granite with nosings in a paler colour to provide contrast required to 
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meet TTC barrier-free design standards with a field of TTC standard warning tiles at the top 
landing.  Escalators are TTC standard high deck with stainless steel clad balustrades.  The 
guardrails around the vertical circulation openings are stainless steel frames with tempered-
laminated glass panels. Ceilings are silver grey perforated aluminum panels containing 
acoustic absorbing material.  Columns are clad in porcelain enamel panels to match the wall 
finishes. 
 
Options are currently under review for mounting the platform edge sign bands.  The optimal 
location for the platform edge sign band is to have it integrated into the header of the future 
PEDs.  In the interim, options are being explored including suspending the platform edge sign 
band from ceiling or smoke canopies above the platform edges or mounting the information 
contained on the signs on the train wall.  
 
Artwork:   Exhibit 12 – Artwork 
 
A Public Art selection process resulted in the selection of Panya Clark Espinal as the public 
artist for Sheppard West Station.  The artist is intrigued by the act of looking and the 
assumptions we make about what we see.  She has developed a piece called “Spin” which 
has been approved by the Sheppard West Station Art Design Review Committee (ADRC). 
 
Artwork is integrated into glazing, terrazzo, ceramic wall tile, and aluminum ceiling finishes 
throughout the station in a collaborative effort by the artist and the architect. A brief 
description of the art concept in the artist’s words will be placed on a number of plaques 
throughout the station. 
 
Panya describes the concept as follows: 
 

“Spin offers viewers various opportunities throughout the station to visualize 
three imaginary circular brushstrokes floating within and beyond the 
architectural envelope they are occupying.  Using anamorphic techniques, 
each view of the rings is depicted on the architectural surfaces such that 
when viewed from the point of ‘projection’ the rendered lines connect 
smoothly and crystallize as a unified geometry.  When seen from other angles 
the various segments of the geometry fragment and the ring becomes 
unrecognizable.  As we move through the station and descend to the lower 
levels we see the rings from different angles and pass through them, 
observing them deconstruct.” 
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Project Impacts: 
 
As this site is an undeveloped site there is very little construction impact on the adjacent 
community other than construction traffic.  Sheppard West Station is planned to be the site 
of the tunnel boring machine (TBM) launch shafts for construction of the twin tunnels 
running west towards Finch West Station, and east toward Downsview Station. 
 
To address the above impacts, the following steps have been undertaken during design 
development: 
 

• Sheppard West Station and the tunnels running west to Finch West Station, and east 
towards Downsview Station will be constructed under one contract affording a single 
point of responsibility; 

• An Environmental Management Plan (EMP) will be in place to address the effects of 
dewatering, stormwater management and erosion and settlement control;  

• Instrumentation, inspection and response procedures will be in place to monitor and 
mitigate construction noise, vibration and dust control; and 

• Construction impact on operation of the airport has been discussed with Bombardier 
Inc. who operates the adjacent runway(s) under agreement with PDP.  
 
 

Cost and Schedule: 
 
The estimated final cost of construction costs for Sheppard West Station, including costs 
recoverable from GO Transit is $100 million. Sheppard West Station is scheduled for 
Substantial Completion in May 2014. 
 
Next Steps: 
 
The design will be finalized for tender in late July 2010 as part of the South Tunnels 
Contract.   
 
 
JUSTIFICATION 
 
Approval is required to allow the station design to be finalized for tender. 
 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 
June 16, 2010 
70-14-31 
03-04-000006792 
 
Attachments:  Exhibits 1 to 12 
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Exhibit 5 – Exterior View – West Pavilion
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Sheppard West Station

Exhibit 7 – Interior View – West Pavilion
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Sheppard West Station

Exhibit 9 – Interior View – Concourse
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Sheppard West Station

Exhibit 11 – Interior View – Platform



Sheppard West Station

Exhibit 12 – Artwork


